The specimen which forms the subject of the present communication was obtained from a patient who has had a series of abortions following rapidly on each other. We were fortunate in obtaining it in a fairly good state of preservation, and as the pregnancy had not advanced beyond the third week, as judged by the condition of the embryo, it has the anatomical interest which is still attached to any human ovum of that early period, in addition to the more strictly obstetrical one, in tracing, if possible, the cause of the abortion and presumably of those which preceded and followed it.
The patient is a woman of 28 years of age, who has been married for eight years. be reserved for another paper, but to confine ourselves to a consideration of the appearances met with in the decidua.
In Fig. 3 the relation of the different parts will be seen. The chorionic membrane with its villi is everywhere surrounded by decidua, the capsularis being relatively thin. The decidua basalis and vera are shaggy on their under aspect, as the result of separation from the underlying uterine wall. In both these areas the distinction between the compact and spongy layers is evident, and separation has taken place through the latter. In the immediate neighbourhood of the ovum the decidual reaction is more marked than in the more remote parts of the decidua vera, but even in the former situation the decidual cells fail to form the dense cellular layer usually met with, the cells being separated from each other by intercellular substance, granular in appearance, and by smaller round cells. In the decidua vera and in the deeper spongy layer of the basalis the cells are only slightly enlarged, and are in places widely separated from each other (Fig. 5) . The most striking changes, however, are in the vessels of the decidua. In the spongy layer all the vessels show thickening of their coats, and in some this has proceeded to such an extent as to cause obliteration of the lumen. A low-power view of the spongy layer of the decidua basalis shows the change in these vessels very well (Figs. 6 and 7 ). It will there be seen that all the vessels have markedly thickened walls, and on examination under a high power (Fig. 8 ) the thickening is found to be due partly to a deposit of fibrous tissue round the lumen and partly to a proliferation of the endothelial coat. In Fig. 5 [Between jmges G4 and G5. Fig. 7 . Note that the thickening is partly due to the presence of fibrous tissue round the vessels, and partly to an endothelial proliferation. Fig. 9 
